
light even more in this community. We’re so thankful for your 
prayers and support. I’m especially grateful for our Child 
Sponsors and encourage you to share your experience with 
friends, family and colleagues as we seek to add new sponsors to 
support GLTC’s growing enrollment.  
  
Thank you for shining your light with us – because together 
we’re brighter! 
  
 Reflecting His Light, 
 
 
 
 Jon Rossman 
 President & CEO 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 
 
I recall a night in Liberia, lying safely under my mosquito bed 
net, marveling at the magnitude of the surrounding darkness. 
The kind of pitch-black environment where no boundary 
existed between my outstretched hand and the void 
surrounding me. It was the perfect conditions for my light-
sensitive sleep style. Back home in Massachusetts, I intentionally 
draw the shades tight to prevent light from waking me.  
 
Light is a powerful force. At times, we wield it to illuminate a 
path or find lost objects. At others, we summon its piercing 
brightness to deter criminals or expose injustices. Occasionally 
– or perhaps more often than we care to admit – we prefer 
forms of darkness that hide our faults and failures, that keep 

our sins in shady 
obscurity. Jesus knew the 
power of light and often 
referred to it in 
scripture. In Matthew 
5:16 he says, “…let your 
light shine before others, 
that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.” 
 
Covid-19 fears, 
economic turmoil, and 
international instability 
have cast a dense 
shadow of uncertainty 

on the world as we knew it. While a new normal begins to take 
shape, we struggle to make plans with so many unknowns. 
Outfitted with the flashlight of faith leading the way, Gbarnga 
Mission is committed to reflecting God’s light in Liberia. Your 
partnership makes it possible for us to “shine before others” in 
Deanville and the surrounding communities – not to show how 
great and caring we are, but so they’ll see through us how 
much God loves them and they’ll feel inspired to “glorify your 
Father in heaven.” At the Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center 
(GLTC), Christian teachers share their faith and educate our 
students about Jesus – the “light of the world”. In very tangible 
terms, GLTC is a literal light in the community. Because of 
your generous gifts, solar power illuminates our classrooms 
and empowers parents through our adult literacy classes. 
 
In this edition, you’ll find a special letter from our school 
principal, Nathaniel Sumo, in which he highlights some of the 
ways your light has made a difference in this community. As the 
new academic year approaches, we’re excited to continue 
sharing God’s love through education in Liberia and look 
forward to the new ways he’ll use us to serve – radiating Jesus’ 
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SHINING BRIGHTER TOGETHER 

 

Phase 2 
Building Fund Status 
 
We have raised approximately $85,000 
towards our $150,000 target. 
Give today and help us reach our goal. 
 
Thank you! 

We have surpassed the HALF WAY milestone in our Phase 2 
building fund campaign. Estimated cost for constructing and 
furnishing four more classrooms and a cafeteria/multipurpose 
room is $150,000.  
 
Your generous gifts and pledges now exceed $85,000. 
Thank you! 
 
We will soon fill the physical capacity of our existing school 
building which currently accommodates ABC, K1, K2, 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Grade classes. To continue our goal of adding a grade 
each year, we need your help to begin Phase 2 building efforts 
which will allow us to expand enrollment up to 8th grade. 
 
With God's blessing and the generosity of your financial support, 
our goal is to begin excavation and foundation work by year-end 
2020. Help us meet the remaining $65,000 challenge.  
 
Please give today. Thank you for your support!  v 

BUILDING FUND: BEYOND HALF WAY! 

Summer 2020 



with food ration and continued monthly salary payment helped us 
significantly. 
 
The population of 81 students and 23 workers benefited through 
119 – 25kg bags of special rice (over 6,500 lbs.). The student’s 
families also received a total of 4,860 chicken eggs. 
Due to your prayers and many supports to the GLTC 
Community, we as parents, our children and workers are very 
fine in health and also praying for this crisis to come to an end 
and for us to resume our normal academic program and other 
activities. 
 
In grateful response and appreciation, the staff and some GLTC 
parents are involved with creating a new corn garden, cleaning of 
the Mission compound and developing a good road network to 
the school campus. We work three days in every week starting in 
March: the early stage of the virus period 2020 up to present. 
 
During this period, we have maintained our campus cleaning; 
completed 40% of the road brushing and de-stumping to the first 

swamp; and have brushed, planted and under 
cleaned six planting stations of corn farm.  Each 
planting station contains 25 rows of corn by 27 
amounting to 675 corn holes in a planting 
station. Each hole takes three corn seeds. So, 
the six-planting station means 675x6 which 
equals 4,050 corn planting holes and each hole 
taking 3 corns seeds. Therefore, the estimated 
amount of corn planted and under cleaned is 
about 12,150 plants. The first two to three 

planting stations are now bearing flowers and making corn. We 
also have brushed almost one acre more of land and will start the 
planting in late-June. 
 
We are very grateful for the many opportunities and supports 
given us to be partners in this mission work.  
 
In Jesus’ Name, 
Nathaniel F. Sumo 
GLTC Principal 

LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL SUMO IN LIBERIA 
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Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC) 
Near New Iron Gate, Deanville Community 
Gbarnga, Phebe Highway Bong County 
Republic of Liberia 

 
Dear Gbarnga Mission Supporters and 
Sponsors of GLTC, 
 
We would like to thank God for you and 
us. First, for lives of protection and strength 
provided for all of us within this worldwide 
coronavirus crisis started March up to the 
present. Second, our million thanks and 
appreciations to you, our partners in 
mission, for your prayers and strong 
support of donations and food rations 
provided for us and our students of the 

GLTC school community. Your decision and action to provide us 
wages and food support during this critical time will ever be 
remembered in the history of GLTC mission 
and the Community of Deanville yea Bong 
County, Liberia. 
 
Your prayers and support to the GLTC 
students and staff shows great care, love and 
concern for us as one body in Christ. We 
worried about you most then ourselves 
because you were hit hard and heavy by the 
coronavirus all over the United States of 
America but you still reflected on Africa, most especially Liberia. 
Knowing that you people care for us is very rewarding. 
 
Your supports to the GLTC school community were very timely in 
this period of crisis. Many of our GLTC students were very poor in 
health and almost becoming malnourished due to lack of sufficient 
food by many parents. The price of Liberia’s staple food, rice and 
other food items went up very high and was not easy to find. This 
became a challenge for us as parents with many children. Your 
decision to help the students’ parents and the Mission workers 

“Your prayers and support 
to the GLTC students and 
staff  shows great care, love 
and concern for us as one 

body in Christ.“ 

Banison is a 12-year old 2nd grader at GLTC. With little food available at home, he heads to school 
without breakfast but looks forward to the rice and “soup” lunch provided at GLTC. Although it’s not 
served at school, his favorite meal is pumpkin soup (over rice), “because it helps to clean out your 
system.” He also likes pineapple. Around 6:00pm in the evening his family shares a small rice meal. 
 
Like most Liberian boys, football (aka “soccer”) is his favorite game. He also likes a game called 
“labber”.  To play labber, two children place a random pile of about 6 pairs of flip-flops (or “slippers”) 
in the middle as each child stands about 6 feet away on opposite sides. A third child in the middle tries 
to avoid being hit by a small ball thrown at them by these two opposing players as he attempts to find 
the matching pairs of slippers and neatly line them up in a row.  If he is hit, he’s out and switches spots 
with one of the two opposing players.  If he catches the ball, he can kick it which gives more time to 
line up the slipper pairs before possibly being hit. 
 
Banison also likes to play volleyball which he tried for the first time at GLTC. He likes to study math 
and definitely does not care for science or social studies. His favorite subject is studying the Bible. He 
wants to become a pastor when he grows up, “because if you become a pastor, you do the will of 
God and you’ll be blessed.” During the interview he proceeded to recite several scripture passages 
from memory: 1 Peter 1:25 (one of his favorites), John 3:16, and Genesis 1:1.�v 

MEET A GLTC STUDENT: BANISON JOHNSON 

Banison loves studying the Bible 
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did in the past; diversity and difference 
should be celebrated as a normal part of 
our existence. 
 
God has always been my guiding light. 
With his help I fled the civil war in Liberia 
and made it successfully to my new home, 
America. Since then I have juggled the 
demands of working two jobs, raising my 
three beautiful children, caring for my 
ailing mother, and attending school. The 
road has been difficult and sometimes it 
seemed overwhelming. A strong support 
network and my love of learning propelled 
me forward. 
 
I believe I have endowed my children with 
a similar love for learning. My oldest son 
Ansu, is an alumnus of Brown University 
and Harvard's Business School; my 
daughter Sando is a graduate of Harvard 
University and Brown Medical School and 
lastly, my youngest son Galimah, is a 
graduate of Wesleyan University. All of 
this success would not have been possible 
were it not for my parents who taught me 
their strong value system of hard work, 
respect for others, and belief in the power 
of education, without which I would not 
be who I am. v 

CHOICE 
DOLLARS 

Gbarnga Mission received $1,613 
through the “Thrivent Choice” program 
in 2019. If you have an insurance policy 
with Thrivent Financial, you may have 

Choice Dollars available for designating 
to Gbarnga Mission. 

 
Login to your account at 

www.thrivent.com 
or call 800-847-4836 to take advantage 

of this free benefit. 

Q: Could you share how you’re involved with Gbarnga Mission?  
We've sponsored [GLTC student] David Sulonteh since the beginning. Seeing a picture each 
year and watching him grow is poignant – his most recent letter to us in which he 
mentioned being proud of his school and liking science really struck home that 
halfway across the globe, human beings just like us, are happy to learn and grow, just like us. 
 
Q: How did you initially become involved?  
I had worked with Jon Rossman on youth mission trips previously as well as on the worship 
team, so I wanted to support other things Jon was involved in. 
 
Q: What's your favorite part about being a sponsor? 
I like supporting the vision for enabling God's work in Liberia. I see the sacrifice Jon (and 
Kathy, really) is making and I admire it. v 

Q&A WITH OUR SPONSORS | WILLIAM MENNELL 

William and his family: (left to right) Gracyn, 
Amanda, William, Owen and Aedyn. 

My name is Maggie Dougba Baysah. I was 
born and raised in Liberia, West Africa. I 
am a married mother of three whose 
desire to learn and teach hasn’t diminished 
since the first time I sang the alphabets. 
When other kids said they wanted to be a 
fireman, a farmer, a lawyer, or a doctor, I 
resolutely declared that I wanted to be a 
teacher. My desire for teaching partly 
stemmed from the fact 
that both of my now 
deceased parents were 
remarkable teachers, 
earning them the 
nickname "Teacher 
Dougba" by everyone. 
 
My Liberian culture is 
centered on an 
extended family model 
rather than a nuclear 
family structure like 
American culture. For 
Liberians, the extended 
family and community 
make up the traditional 
support network for 
parenting. Within this 
model, children are 
sent to live with other 
relatives or friends, the needs of adults take 
priority over children's needs, and children 
are taught the value of respecting elders.  
 
Although English is Liberia’s official 
language, my parent's heritage can be 
traced to two of the 16 indigenous tribes in 
Liberia. My father is of Kpelle decent while 
my mother is of the Manor tribe. 
According to the popular African proverb, 
"It takes a village to raise a child." I am an 
example of that village. I learned most of 
my cultural morals from my parents, 
siblings, extended family members, and 
residents of our township. I learned 

respect, how to share and care for 
individuals and the value of hard work.  
 
The neighborhood I grew up in was full of 
families and children. The women went to 
the market, cooked and cleaned. The 
children played, did their chores and went 
to school. Our neighborhood was a safe 
one. Therefore, we were given a fair 

amount of freedom to 
run and play without 
being supervised. My 
sisters and I would go 
swimming at the 
stream behind our 
house, play hopscotch 
in our yard, or form a 
ring, sing folk songs, 
and dance under the 
moonlight. 
 
Little did I know this 
world would 
drastically change. In 
December 1990, the 
rebels led by two 

different factions 
pushed into Monrovia, 
the capital of Liberia, 
leaving death and 

destruction in their wake. As they steadily 
advanced panicked citizens mobbed the 
airport, willing to sacrifice anything for a 
seat on one of the few planes still able to 
fly out of the war-torn nation.  
 
I recall how speechless we were when our 
brother-in- law, Matthew, was ushered off 
the inspection line and killed in our 
presence. Matthew's only crime was he 
had worked for the government as an 
immigration officer. From this experience, 
I learned that we cannot turn back the 
hands of time, but we must pledge among 
ourselves never to fight each other as we 

CIT IZEN OF THE WORLD AND A CHILD OF LIBERIA 

Maggie Baysah (right) during a Liberia 
presentation at Mt. Calvary Lutheran 
Church - Acton, MA 



· For the leaders of our world to work together for solutions to 
the Covid crisis and civil unrest. 

· For peace, health and the love of Christ to prevail in a world 
fraught with pain. 

· That God would protect Liberia from the Covid pandemic, 
including health, food and economic impacts.  

· For our new 3rd Grade teacher, Emmanuel Velemee, that he will 
be an effective educator and Christian role model at GLTC. 

· For generous and faithful supporters who give of their time, talent 
and treasure to share God’s love through education in Liberia. 

· With thanks for a successful 2-week Liberia Reads! summer 
training workshop for the Bong County region hosted at our 
GLTC facilities and for the dedicated Christian trainers working 
to improve literacy in their schools. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (Federal Tax ID # 46-5637972). Gbarnga Mission is constructing 
and staffing a Christian school in rural Liberia to provide primary, secondary and vocational education for impoverished children. 
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Help build more classrooms and a cafeteria. Give Now!  
Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

Please accept this gift in the amount of: 

___ $100 ___ $250 ___ $500 Other $   

for the Phase 2 Building Fund so education will continue for students 
through 8th grade.  This gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

Give online at www.gbarngamission.org and click “Donate”. 

Thank You! 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through education in Liberia 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING DO YOU INSTAGRAM? 

Mail to: 
Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 

We’ve created a new Instagram account to share 
updates and photos from the Gbarnga Lutheran 
Training Center. You can add us to your feed by 
following us @gbarngamission  

You can make an enduring impact on the lives of children in 
Liberia by designating a gift to Gbarnga Mission in your will, 
trust, life insurance policy, or retirement accounts. You can 
share both your financial estate and your love for Jesus in one 
generous gift – and leave a Legacy of Hope. Contact us at 
legacygiving@gbarngamission.org for more information. 

THE LEGACY OF HOPE FUND 


