
Through your prayers and support, we are patiently 
working together to convey this message in Liberia. 
Thankfully, we are not in control. God is continually 
working in us and our Liberian family to “be transformed 
by the renewing of [our minds].”  I am ever grateful for 
your enduring partnership in our mission.  
 
Trying not to conform, 
  
 
 
Jon Rossman 
President & CEO 

“Do not conform to the pattern of  this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of  your mind.” 
     Romans 12:2 
 
I love the crunch of dry leaves under my feet as I hike 
among the changing colors of autumn in New England. 
To display this beautiful seasonal palette, trees need to 
sacrifice their leaves – let them die and drift to the 
ground – in order to prepare for winter dormancy and 
spring growth. In much the same way, we often need 
to give up something and struggle during a period of 
change in order to reveal the beauty God has in store 
for us. Perhaps it’s a habit, mindset or value that 
hinders us from becoming what God intends. One of 

my biggest hurdles 
is giving up control 
– or at least my 
perception of 
control.  
 
Like the leaves of 
autumn, we need 
to let fall away 
everything which 
prevents us from 
transforming to be 
like Christ. To “not 
conform to the 
pattern of this 
world” in Liberia 
might mean to 
stop putting faith in 

traditional healers whose rituals are antithetical to 
God’s Word; or to eliminate charms worn by infants 
that are believed to ward off malaria-causing evil 
spirits; or to value the education of girls over their 
worth as water haulers, cooks, and child bearers; or to 
rejoice with and encourage someone as they excel in a 
new area rather than harboring jealousy for their 
accomplishments.  
 
Transformation can be a slow and difficult process, but 
it pales in comparison to what Jesus endured. He made 
the ultimate sacrifice as we let him die and fall to the 
ground for our shortcomings. Yet in this change from 
life to death to life arisen, he gives us his gift of 
salvation. 
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We rely on teamwork and partnerships to improve the 
impact of our ministries in Liberia. Kwatekeh (kwah – 
TEE – kay) is a word in the Kpelle language that means 
“to work together”. You can work together with 
Gbarnga Mission by becoming a Kwatekeh Partner 
through your recurring monthly gift of $50 or more.  
 
Let’s work together to share God’s love in Liberia. Visit 
www.gbarngamission.org/kwatekeh to start your 
partnership today. 

BECOME A KWATEKEH PARTNER 

Child sponsorships play a crucial role in supporting our 
school while building relationships with 
our students. Your gift of $30 a month 
will immediately help a child like 
Cooper to receive a quality education 
and hear the Gospel every day. With 
the incoming 2021-2022 classes, the 
number of students needing sponsors 
will multiply rapidly. We need 35 
new sponsors right now.  
 
You can make a difference in a child’s 
life! Visit our website today to sign up:  
www.gbarngamission.org/
sponsorships 

CHILD SPONSORS URGENTLY NEEDED 
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During our last mission trip in May, a medical team 
performed health assessments on the 124 students at 
the Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). Each 
day at least 5 children were treated for symptoms 
typical of malaria, typhoid or parasites. First aid was 
taught to the staff and personal hygiene to the students. 
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, first aid kits, and daily 
vitamins were also distributed.  
 
Through support from Johnson & Johnson, we have 
delivered cases of “Medical Mission Packs” containing 
bandages, Tylenol, and numerous other healthcare 

supplies from the J&J product lines. Some are being 
used at our school while others were contributed to a 
local medical clinic and a nearby leprosy community.  
 
We recently partnered with the New England branch 
of Orphan Grain Train to ship hundreds of medical 
supplies including hospital beds, patient monitors, 
surgical gowns, PPE, crutches, and more to Liberia. 
These are being used to support the opening of a new 
medical clinic near the village served by the school. This 
not only brings healthcare closer to the families of our 
students, but will provide job opportunities for parents. 

 
Our goal is to 
minister with 
physical healing so 
hearts might be 
opened to spiritual 
healing. Healthy 
children attend 
school more 
regularly and hear 
God’s word every 
day through our 
school.   

PARTNERS IN SHARING GOD’S LOVE THROUGH HEALTHCARE 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS OF HOPE 
Looking for the perfect gift for someone who has everything?  
 
Check out our 2021 Gifts of Hope 

Christmas Catalog 
where you’ll find ways 
to give gifts that change 
lives – and bring hope 
– to our students and 
their community.  
 
Use the enclosed 

Order Form or visit 
our website and order online at: 

www.gbarngamission.org/
giftcatalog 

Volunteers help unload donated medical supplies 
from Orphan Grain Train for shipment to Liberia 

Medical Mission Pack from Johnson & Johnson being 
presented for use at GLTC 
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By Kathy Rossman 
 
Do you feel your life has so much going 
on? You have good 
intentions and try your 
best, yet still wonder at 
the end of the day, 
“Did anything I do really 
matter in the larger 
scheme of life?” 

 
In our increasingly high-tech world, it can feel like we 
are less in touch with the people we 
most want to impact. That’s when I 
take satisfaction in supporting a 
mission that helps an impoverished 
child. 
 
Scripture says “…whoever is kind to 
the needy, honors God.” (Proverbs 
14:31) A simple act of being kind to 
the needy gives praise to our maker. 
How awesome it is that something 
so straightforward pleases our God! 
Sometimes kindness takes the form 
of encouraging words to GLTC staff 
or letters to children who don’t get 
much attention from adults. 

The Sustainable Development Goals or “SDGs” are a collection of 17 
interlinked global goals designed as a "blueprint to achieve a better and more 
sustainable future for all." Adopted by the United Nations in 2015, they act as a universal call to action to address 
poverty and inequality, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity. 
 
Our mission is “to share God’s love as we facilitate Christ-centered education, community development, economic opportunity, 
and health initiatives in rural Liberia.” Our four “Areas of Impact” strike right at the heart of the SDGs while adding 

the critical component of integrating God’s love through Christ in all we do. 
Despite pandemic challenges, so far this year through your partnership and 
God’s blessings we have: completed our 5,200 sq. ft. classroom and cafeteria 
building to expand our student capacity; mentored our teachers by 
introducing new teaching styles and classroom management skills; provided 
tuition support for three teachers to complete university degrees in early 
education; implemented community meetings, performed water testing, and 
applied for grant monies to upgrade two village wells for improved access to 
safe drinking water; supported training and agriculture initiatives on the 
campus grounds; developed a plan to address soil erosion around the school 
buildings; and performed health assessments and medical interventions for 
all GLTC students and staff. 

 
For more information about the SDGs, visit the United Nations webpage (sdgs.un.org).   

GBARNGA MISS ION AND THE SDGS 

Sometimes it’s financial support that allows them to eat 
a healthy meal or learn how to read and write.  What 

the children, staff, and villagers of 
Deanville do know is that the power of 
God has touched someone’s heart to 
reach out and care about them. 
 
I want to consciously praise God. Using 

my gifts to lift up struggling people is one wonderful 
way to show God that I hear His message – and love 
being His child.   

“...whoever is kind to the 
needy, honors God.” 

Proverbs 14:31 

HONOR GOD BY HONORING THE POOR 



 Thanksgiving and gratitude for Timothy Larson, outgoing 
Treasurer, for using his gifts to serve Gbarnga Mission. We 
rejoice in the birth of twins, Shaylee and Noah. 

 Thanksgiving for Deniele Pozz, our new Treasurer. 
 Prayers for wisdom to most effectively use the financial and 

physical resources donated for God’s work in Liberia. 
 Prayers for safe school reopening due to Covid-19 delays. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (Federal Tax ID # 46-5637972). Gbarnga Mission is constructing 
and staffing a Christian school in rural Liberia to provide primary, secondary and vocational education for impoverished children. 
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Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip   

Phone  

Email  

___ Yes, I’d like to sponsor a child for $30 per month ($360 per year). 

I prefer to give a one-time gift of: 
___ $25 ___ $50 ___ $100 Other $     
 
Contribute by check or sign up online at www.gbarngamission.org 
and click “Sponsor A Child”. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING MAKE AN ENDURING IMPACT 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  

Make an enduring impact on our community in Liberia. Our 
newly established Liberia Legacy of Hope Endowment 
Fund offers the opportunity to share both your financial 
estate and your love for Jesus in one generous gift. Our goal 
over the next 10 years is to raise $1 million then draw from 
investment earnings while leaving the principal to continue 
growing.  
 
Make plans now to leave your Legacy of Hope through a 
will, trust or retirement plan. 
 
For detailed information, please contact Doug Larson at:  
legacygiving@gbarngamission.org 

Child sponsorships   $30/month or $360/year 
New truck tires and maintenance   $1,500 
Cost to support computers for GLTC teachers and 

administration office   $15,000 

PROJECT SUPPORT NEEDED 

Thank You! Mail to: 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 


