
height of Liberia’s dry 
season. They are 
frequently vectors of 
illness, especially during 
the rainy season, as 
tainted surface water 
runoff and dirty draw 
buckets carry 
contamination directly 
into the source. 
 
Much as shallow water 
wells can fail during times of seasonal stresses, shallow 
spiritual wells may also run dry. How deep is your well? 
It’s likely you and I could benefit from digging deeper. 
Jesus tells us, “the water that I will give…will become…a 
well of water springing up to eternal life.” 
 
Thanks to your generous support, Gbarnga Mission is 
digging both kinds of wells. We’re bringing life-sustaining, 
safe drinking water by digging or improving wells.  And, 
we’re offering the life-saving waters of Jesus as we teach 
God’s Word and share his love through our school and 
community initiatives.  
 
We welcome 2022 with gratitude for your passionate 
partnership in quenching physical and spiritual thirsts in 
Liberia, confident God will continue compelling us to dig 
deeper – together – in this new year!  
 
Your fellow digger, 
 
 
 
Jon Rossman 
President & CEO 
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DIGGING DEEPER 
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We are so thankful for the significant impact Rotary International has had on our school 
community. Two past Global Grants in partnership with the Montachusett Area Rotary Club 
(Leominster, MA), the Rotary Club of Ayer (Ayer, MA), and the Rotary Club of Gbarnga have exceeded $125,000 in 
support of clean water, sanitation, vocational education, school furnishings, adult literacy, and our poultry farm. 
 
Gbarnga Mission just received approval and funding for a third Global Grant for $30,000 thanks to the Rotary Club 
of Chelmsford (Chelmsford, MA) and generous donors at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church (Acton, MA). Funds will be 
used to furnish our newly completed classroom building annex; convert two hand dug wells to safer handpump wells; 
and support 9-months of teacher mentoring and classroom teaching aides.  We give thanks and pray that funds are 
managed wisely and effectively for the building up of God’s family in Liberia.   

“whoever drinks of  the water that I will give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him 
will become in him a well of  water springing up to 
eternal life”  John 4:14 
 
I think more about water than I used to. Growing up 
on Long Island (NY), I was literally surrounded by 
water. My grandparents lived on a canal leading from 

the Great South Bay where 
their boat was docked right out 
their back door. As a child, I 
enjoyed many fishing trips with 
Grandpa catching flounder, 
crabs, and the occasional 
blowfish. Time in the Catskills 
and Rocky Mountains nurtured 
a love of woodland streams and 
crystal-clear creeks. 
 
Water was ever-present yet I 
never reflected much on it. As I 
work among our friends in 
Liberia, the significance of 
water quickly becomes evident. 
Much time is spent hauling this 
precious liquid each and every 
day – primarily by women and 

children. I’ve watched as girls weighing no more than 
90 lbs. carry 50 lb. buckets on their heads. 
 
Nearly half the families in Deanville get their water 
from draw wells. These are commonly hand dug, thus 
shallow unlined wells that are often depleted at the 
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By Vickie Baker, Principal – Immanuel Lutheran School 
 
A few years ago, our small Lutheran school in Danbury, CT was introduced to Gbarnga 
Mission. We learned of children who didn’t have a lot of food, didn’t have clean water, 
and most importantly, didn’t have a school. Our students were shocked there were 
places in the world that didn’t have that safe zone like we have.  
 
We collect weekly Chapel offerings and choose a different mission each month. It was 
at that time we decided to raise money to “adopt” a student, but also raise money to 
help so a school could be built. This is when we met our friend Darvin, a student at the 
Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center. Since we started, our students have raised over 
$800 to help.  We received a picture of Darvin which we show at Chapel; each teacher 

has a copy of this photo to remind 
our students who these offerings are 
for.   
 
We send information to our school 
families that lets them know what our monthly missions will be. A 
new family that came to our school last year, and the child was so 
excited with this mission that this family paid for one year so that 
we could help Darvin.  They felt this mission called to them! 
 
As we move forward with our monthly missions, Gbarnga Mission 
is one of the missions that the students always want to contribute 
to.  It is so special to their hearts, because they feel so blessed to 
be attending a Lutheran School, and they want that for all children 

– but they especially want to help our friend Darvin.   

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL STUDENTS SPONSOR A STUDENT 

Photo of sponsored student, Darvin, being 
shared during Chapel time 

of strangers forging their way.  Somewhere in our 
lineage was an immigrant, likely alone in a new place.  
We move away from our families at 18 and are often not 
with our families in our elder years.  It’s our culture.  
But in Liberia – a culture that is tribal and values family 
connection – the idea that Mary and Joseph were turned 

away was an outrage. 
 
Samuel continued his story that day, 
and the assembled group came to 
realize that even when our human 
family fails us, God’s love and care 
never fails to carry us beyond what 
we can imagine.  The lesson Samuel 

taught me is that my culture informs my perspective.  
This common Bible story is fresh and new from a 
Liberian viewpoint.  So also, is the way I see our new 
friends in a place far from home.  They have a lot to 
teach us.   
 
This recollection of Samuel’s preaching at Christmastime was 
shared by Linda Seyenkulo, a full-time missionary in Liberia. 

By Kelly Larson 
 
The FAMILY DID NOT TAKE THEM IN! He shouted!  
Samuel, a Liberian preacher was telling a story and he 
was incensed!  The small group that had gathered 
around him couldn’t believe it either.  
He was telling about a young man and 
his wife that had traveled a great 
distance to the village of his people and 
needed a place to stay. Times were hard 
and space was tight.  It just wasn’t a 
good time.  And so, the man and his 
pregnant wife moved on.   
 
This is a familiar story – Mary and Joseph and the birth 
of our Savior, Jesus.  But as Americans what is it that 
incenses us about the story?  Generally, not that the 
family wouldn’t take them in.  For me it is that they 
slept in a stable – with animals!  Or that the innkeeper, 
a stranger wouldn’t bring them in.  I had never thought 
about Joseph’s family rejecting them.  As Americans we 
are fiercely independent. Our country is a melting pot 

God’s love and care never 
fails to carry us beyond what 

we can imagine 

Class at Immanuel Lutheran with photo of Darvin 
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By Lois Meier 

When I heard that the Gbarnga Mission was looking to acquire computers for the 
staff and school, I was reminded that my husband, Bob Meier, was asked by then-
president, Ralph Schultz, to research how Concordia College in Bronxville NY should 
be responding to a new phenomenon (computers) at that time capturing the world’s 
interest.  This led to an additional Master’s Degree for Bob (in computer science) and 
his spending the second half of his 48-year career on the faculty continuing to teach 
Physics and Mathematics, but also researching, writing administrative software, 
supervising acquisition of hardware, infrastructure, and providing advice and training 
to the students, faculty and administrative staff at Concordia.  I recall that he had two 
special reasons to return to his office on campus many evenings and weekends: one 
was, “the computer is down so I have to go and try to fix it”; the other was, “the computer 
is working now so I need to go over and get some work done”. 

It soon became obvious to me that contributing a meaningful gift to help jump start 
the computer plans for Gbarnga Mission would be the perfect memorial for Bob.  Not 
only were computers a big part of his past, but he also had a lifetime commitment to 
Christian education.  We have already joyfully contributed to the school in Liberia 
when it was first being planned, and then built.  I am well aware of what a long, tedious 
process is required to create and introduce a computer system to a school and its staff, even more so in Liberia. And I 
am also aware of the benefits this process will bring.  I am excited to be a part of this process.          

_________________________________________________ 

Lois is a generous donor to our long-term goal of developing computer education and technology training at GLTC. By honoring 
her late husband, Bob, she is creating an enduring legacy that passes on his lifetime passion for computers and their shared 
Christian values. If you’d like to give in memoriam, please contact Deniele Pozz at treasurer@gbarngamission.org 

A LEGACY OF COMPUTERS — AND CHRIST IAN EDUCATION 

Lois and Bob Meier on their 60th 
wedding anniversary 

TEACHER PROFILE | EMMANUEL VELEMEE are bringing up – 
some may become 
ministers, teachers, 
senators, even 
president.  We will 
be proud to see 
them in their 
offices.” 

GLTC is a special place. The working relationships 
among teachers, staff, and administration are better than 
Emmanuel has experienced anywhere else. The 
resources available to both students and faculty help him 
to add to the curriculum and encourage the students. 
Teaching has become Emmanuel’s first love and passion.  
“Teaching is not something we do for riches.  It is something 
we do as a stewardship to transform the world and not to 
chase money….If you have a passion and a dream but you 
don’t have the support, the dream cannot come to a reality.  
The support from Gbarnga Mission makes the passion and 
dream a reality.”      
   
We are thankful to have Emmanuel serving God with us. 
Visit www.gbarngamission.org/stories to read more 
about him and his family. 

By Marsha Wilcox 

Emmanuel K. Velemee, Vice-Principal for Instruction, 
teaches the 1st and 4th Grade at GLTC. Teaching is a 
passion for him and he shares, “The best thing you can 
give to a child is education.” 

Emmanuel began his teaching career at the Keenan 
Institute, a private school not far from Gbarnga. He 
was promoted to VP for Instruction and was certified 
to teach the Liberia Reads! program, later being chosen 
as a Trainer of Trainers. His passion for education led 
him to run the Liberia Reads! Radio Program at a radio 
station in Gbarnga.  The interactive call-in program was 
devoted to teaching foundational phonics, 
pronunciation and reading to children and adults. 

Emmanuel joined GLTC in 2020. Each of his classes 
begins with a short devotion and prayer.  He often 
asks, “How have you experienced God’s love?”  Students 
are encouraged to share stories of how God is at work 
in their lives. He works to build friendships among 
students so they become brothers and sisters in class, 
helping each other to achieve their goals. “The kids we 



 For courage to boldly share God’s love in Liberia. 
 That God would lead us to a faith-filled, passionate and motivated 

servant leader to serve as a full-time missionary at GLTC. 
 Thanksgiving for our GLTC Security Staff and their commitment 

to keeping the students, faculty, guests and facilities safe. 
 For all doctors and medical missionaries as they minister to body 

and soul. Special thanks for Dr. Appel and his surgical expertise. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit (EIN # 46-5637972).  
Gbarnga Mission is constructing and staffing the Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). Our mission is to share God’s love as we facilitate 

Christ-centered education, community development, economic opportunity, and health initiatives in rural Liberia. 
 

Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

___ Yes, I’d like to sponsor a child for $30 per month ($360 per year). 

I prefer to give a one-time gift of: 
___ $30 ___ $360 Other $     
 
Contribute by check or sign up online at www.gbarngamission.org 
and click “Sponsor A Child”. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING IN MEMORY OF ESTHER RICHARD, COOK 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  

“If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it.”  
1 Corinthians 12:26 
 
We share Jesus’s love by sharing 
the burden with the family of 
Esther Richard, one of our 
beloved cooks at GLTC, who died 
in early January. Though blind in 
one eye, she was dedicated to 
serving our students and staff each 
day. We look forward to the day 
we are reunited in heaven.   

Child sponsorships:  $30/month or $360/year 
 Year’s supply of hand soap & toilet paper for school:  $750 
Missionary flight and travel expenses:  $2,200 
Water tank & welded tower for Deanville Medical Clinic:  $6,900 

PROJECT SUPPORT NEEDED 

Thanks! Mail to: 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 



 3 teachers received continued financial support to 
complete their AA and BA degree programs. 
 GLTC teachers attended Liberia Reads! and Liberia 
Reads to Learn literacy education program. Six 

teachers received certificates. 
 Two teachers are now trainers in the 
Liberia Reads! program. 
 GLTC hosted the 2021 teacher 
training program for Liberia Reads! in 
the Bong County region. 
 A four-member Mission team 
brought new education supplies and 
began teacher mentoring. 
 Large financial gifts were received for 
supporting computer purchases and 

development of computer/technology training classes. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 Road clearing was completed and there is now a shorter 

and safer road to campus. 
 Community meetings were held to establish water 

committees for converting two hand dug wells to hand 
pump wells. 

 
ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY 
 A small  agricultural 
program started with planting 
of sweet potatoes, bitter ball, 
peppers and pineapple. 
Plantain, banana, and coconut 
trees plus 10 orange and 31 
oil palm trees were planted 
 Interest in blockmaking is 
improving and sales have 
increased slowly. 
 Egg sales are slowly 
improving despite high feed 
prices. 
 
HEALTH INITIATIVES 
 Principal  Sumo was 
instrumental in having the 

GLTC staff vaccinated for Covid-19 through Phebe 
Hospital and the Bong County Community Health Office. 

 The Mission team brought medical supplies, including 
Mission Packs from Johnson & Johnson/MAP International 
filled with over-the-counter supplies. 

 All GLTC students had health evaluations and received 
deworming by our Mission team. Many students were 
treated for malaria, typhoid, infections and minor injuries. 

“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should 
be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes 
from you, and we have given you only what comes from 
your hand. “ 1 Chronicles 29:14  
 
Each year we reflect on God’s amazing 
work in Liberia and your incredible 
generosity, partnership, and prayers. 
And then scripture enlightens us — 
“everything comes from you [God].” As 
we look back at 2021, we keep this at 
the forefront in planning for 2022. 
 
The charts summarize our financials 
and, as we achieved the prior year, 
just 4% of donations were spent on overhead and 
fundraising — 96% went directly toward changing lives and 
sharing God’s love in Liberia. Not only did your giving 
increase more than 25% last year, but our new Liberia Legacy 
of Hope Endowment Fund ended 2021 with a balance of 
$72,080.91 — a notable step towards our 10-year, one 
million dollar goal. Through further financial transparency 
measures we achieved Platinum status from the GuideStar 
nonprofit rating service.  
 
We are thankful God 
continues to bless our 
mission and cannot wait to 
see what we can achieve 
together in the coming year. 
The following are select 
highlights from each of our 
Four Areas of Impact: 
 
EDUCATION 
 129 students enrolled in 

six classes: ABC, K1, K2, 
Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 
3, and Grade 4. 

 The new 5,220 square 
foot classroom and 
cafeteria/multipurpose 
building was completed. A 
community-wide dedication ceremony was in mid-May. 

 A new cultural/music program began and the “Culture 
Troupe” performed for the community and visitors. 

 Staff hiring included teachers for ABC, culture/music, and 
three vocational classes. 

 Vocational classes started in tailoring, soapmaking, and 
baking. 


