
 Although her medical needs were beyond our 
team’s scope, I felt compelled to help. The next day we 
took her to Phebe Hospital where we spent 7 hours 
waiting, meeting a doctor, getting lab tests, then finally 
being admitted for IV antibiotics to treat infection and an 
autoimmune disease. I visited her daily, making a point to 
touch her on the shoulder, 
sit close, or look directly in 
her eyes as we spoke. With 
each passing day, her smile 
widened as she saw me turn 
the corner of the hospital 
ward. Her pain ceased, the 
sores began to heal, and her 
spirit was being revived. Six 
days later before discharge, I 
visited her with Caitlyn and 
Sharon. I held her hand as 
we prayed together. It was a 
moving – no, touching – 
experience I won’t forget. 
 Touching serves to 
intimately connect us. It 
imparts not just love, but a 
sense of honor, respect, 
worth, and humanity. Jesus 
was keenly aware of this, intentionally touching people 
to heal them. Scripture records a leper, a woman with a 
fever, a blind man, and others healed by his touch. Jesus' 
touching of the leper held special significance in a society 
where leprosy was an “unclean” disease – he shouldn’t 
even have come close to the man, let alone touched him. 
 Though we may not have open sores, you and I 
remain “unclean” in our sin. Jesus continues to heal us 
through the touch of his forgiveness. Gbarnga Mission is 
compelled to share this healing touch with those we 
meet in Liberia – among our school students, staff, and 
community; through those like Roxanne, Sydney, Sharon, 
and Caitlyn who volunteer to serve God by using their 
gifts. I thank you – our faithful supporters – for your 
generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure that enable 
Gbarnga Mission to touch so many lives in Liberia with 
God’s love and healing. 
 
Touched by His grace,  
 
 
 
Jon Rossman 
President & CEO 
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HIS HEALING TOUCH 
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Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 
am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he 
was cleansed of  his leprosy.  Matthew 8:3 
 

I once attended a Bible Study that included a quiz 
evaluating which of “five love languages” were our 
primary means of expressing and receiving love. 
Physical touch ranked high on my list – and I often 
thank my wife, Kathy, for her willingness to indulge 
her backrub skills.  
 I’ve witnessed that physical touch also ranks 
highly in Liberia. Handshakes intentionally linger 
before being released. A friend returns home after 

being gone for a while and hands are held to express 
joy in the reunion.  Traditional burial rituals include 
touching the deceased body. 
 At our recent health clinic in Deanville, a 
woman with white chalk rubbed over her face and 
arms approached our team. As she came closer it 
became evident that she had painful open sores on her 
neck and body. They were covered in ground green 
leaves applied as “country medicine.” Her eyes were 
red, her body thin, and her expression sullen and 
defeated. Villagers cautiously moved away as she came 
near, appearing “unclean.” 

Patients and caretakers waiting outside Phebe Hospital 

Caitlyn holding hands with a 

new friend 



GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT LWML 

Gbarnga Mission was chosen as the “Gifts of the Heart Recipient” at this year’s New 
England District LWML Convention held in Taunton, MA. The in-gathering collected 324 
pairs of boys and girls black shoes for our GLTC students to wear with their school 
uniforms.  Many families in Liberia can’t afford shoes so this will have an immediate impact in 
the village community. 
 At the Convention, delegates voted on applications submitted for the 2022-2024 
Biennium Mission Grants. More than a dozen applicants received grants. Gbarnga Mission 

received the 
overwhelming majority 
of votes and was 
awarded a grant of 
$5,000 to support 
vocational training. 
These Lutheran 
Women in Mission 
have consistently been 
strong supporters of our ministry in 
Liberia.  We are blessed by their 
generosity, enthusiasm, and prayers. 

Thank you ladies of the New England 
District LWML. 
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A mother and child from Deanvil

(standing), Charles (seated), and 

One key to the long‐term self‐sufficiency and sustainability of GLTC is a focus on growing crops to support our 
student lunch program, poultry and future livestock ini a ves.  We recently hired a farm manager, Andy Konah, to 
oversee garden expansion and diversifica on of crops while training others in be er agriculture techniques for 

improved harvest yields. Andy earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from Liberian 
Interna onal Chris an College (LICC), which 
has an excellent program and impressive 
research farm.  He manages five farm workers 
on our campus and hopes to have a new 
Agriculture Storage Building (currently under 
construc on) completed by October. 
 Despite having a great deal of arable 
land, Liberia imports the majority of its staple 
foods.  Market prices con nue to climb and 
 our farms offer the prospect of reliable cost‐
effec ve food for our program needs.  A first 

 harvest of beans was frui ul with corn, bi er 
 ball, peppers, and cucumbers among the other 
 crops thriving as the rainy season is upon us to 

keep them well watered.  Please pray for Andy, his team, and good weather as we begin this new venture.    

EXPANDING AGRICULTURE ON CAMPUS 

Principal Sumo, Jon Rossman, and farm manager 

Andy Konah discuss new agriculture plans 

Part of the fruitful bean harvest 

so far this season 

Some LWML ladies sharing their offering of shoes for Liberia 
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EDUCATION & HEALTH CARE | A TALE OF TWO MISS IONS 
Charles, we tested many of these people for malaria and 
treated per Liberian protocols. Our entire team offered 
a health clinic to the community which over 130 people 
attended. It was 
so well-
received we 
were asked to 
do another 
where we saw 
another 100. 
Children and 
adults received 
donated 
vitamins and 
antiparasitic 
medication, as 
needed. 
Prevailing 
illnesses included 
malaria, stomach issues from parasites, coughs, colds, 
malnutrition, and dehydration. In all, over 400 people 
ages 5 days to 85 years old were assisted. 
 During assemblies, we taught American “Jesus” 
songs, read stories to the children and taught hygiene, 
including hand washing, cold prevention, brushing teeth 
and using nets for malaria prevention. A key class was to 
girls, ages 11 to 16, where culturally appropriate health 
education was taught, assisted by female staff. 
 Principal Sumo and all GLTC’s staff expressed 
deep heartfelt gratitude for the materials, training and 
care we are providing. We thank God for providing this 
opportunity to demonstrate HIS love and the hope that 
comes from our Lord. We look forward to returning 
and ask for your continued prayers and support.   

By Sharon Meyer and Roxanne Oellrich 
(edited from the Lamplighter newsletter) 
 

Generous mission support from Lutheran Church of 
the Resurrection (Garden City, NY) has helped enable 
life-changing growth at Gbarnga Lutheran Training 
Center (GLTC) in Liberia! Where only eight years 
prior there was only bushland, today there is a growing 
elementary school. The school currently includes adult 
education in tailoring, soapmaking, and baking. 
 During a mission trip this past May, Sharon 
Meyer (retired elementary teacher), assisted by Cailyn 
Sahlberg (newly graduated teacher and member of Mt. 
Calvary Lutheran Church-Acton, MA), were honored 
to mentor teachers eager for methods and materials 
empowering them to lift the level of education for their 
pupils. Nursery-K uses the learning centers created for 
them daily. Teachers confide that the children have 
grown in vocabulary, creative thinking, curiosity, and 
overall enthusiasm for learning. Through use of play 
centers, students demonstrate new problem-solving 

skills and strategies for 
teamwork. The teachers 
engage the students in daily 
read-alouds, finger-play and 
songs the children are heard 
singing throughout the campus. 
Older students were eager to 
demonstrate how they’ve 
applied lessons taught during 
our previous February’s trip. 
The students had expanded 
their vocabulary using 
character trait charts and 
modeled proficiency in 
supporting their thinking via 
evidence-based terms. During 
this trip, older children were 
taught to use informational 

text features which they 
practiced using new science and 
social studies texts brought by 

Sharon. All the children adore their donated copies of 
the illustrated “Beginners Bible” and read them from 
cover to cover. 
 Roxanne Oellrich (retired pediatric ICU 
nurse), assisted by Sydney Vetrano (EMT and music 
therapist), performed health assessments on all 130 
Gbarnga students, 60 teachers and staff and 40 women 
attending the adult vocational programs. With 
assistance from a Liberian medical laboratory 
technology student, Joshua, and nursing student, 

le are cared for by Joshua 

 Nurse Roxanne 

EMT Sydney evaluating a child’s vital signs 

during a community health clinic 

Sharon teaching about informational text features 



Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit (EIN # 46-5637972).  
Gbarnga Mission is constructing and staffing the Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). Our mission is to share God’s love as we facilitate 

Christ-centered education, community development, economic opportunity, and health initiatives in rural Liberia. 
 

Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

___ Yes, I’d like to sponsor a child for $30 per month ($360 per year). 
I prefer to give a one-time gift of: ___ $30    ___ $360   Other $   

Here is my gift to the Legacy of Hope Endowment Fund:  $ __________ 
 
Contribute by check or online at www.gbarngamission.org  

Click “Sponsor A Child” to set up automatic monthly giving. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia 

 For Andy Konah and the new agriculture programs. 
 For the adults attending vocational training, that they may learn 

new skills and hear God’s Word through these classes. 
 Thanksgiving for the service of our mission team: Sharon Meyer, 

Caitlyn Sahlberg, Roxanne Oellrich, and Sydney Vetrano. 
 That God would lead us to a faith-filled, passionate and motivated 

servant leader to serve as a full-time missionary at GLTC. 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING 

Construction of Agriculture Storage Building:  $4,500 
Child sponsorships:  $30/month or $360/year 
 Year’s supply of hand soap & toilet paper for school:  $750 
Missionary flight and travel expenses:  $2,200 

PROJECT SUPPORT NEEDED 

Thanks! Mail to: 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY OF HOPE 
Make an enduring impact on our community in Liberia. 
Our newly established Liberia Legacy of Hope 
Endowment Fund offers the opportunity to share both 
your financial estate and your love for Jesus in one generous 
gift. Current gifts have reached approximately $80,000.  
Our goal over the next 10 years is to raise $1 million then 
draw from investment earnings while leaving the principal to 
continue growing.  
 Make plans now to leave your Legacy of Hope 
through a will, trust, insurance, or retirement plan. For 
detailed information, please contact Doug Larson at:  
legacygiving@gbarngamission.org 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  



Some Photos from the May 2022 Mission Trip 

Caitlyn, Sydney, Roxanne, Sharon, and Jon 

Walking with students from 
school to Deanville 

A student, Madusu, in her 
Sunday best for church 

Some women in the adult Baking vocational class 

Sydney playing guitar and leading Christian songs during school assembly Four new hand pump wells are providing safe 
drinking water throughout Deanville community 

Tailoring students share sewing 
machines in vocational class 

Teacher, Theresa, carrying 
reading books to her classroom Bed net distribution program to help prevent malaria 

Workers clearing more land to 
expand farming on campus 

Thank You 
for your 
support! 
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God continues to bless our school with rising enrollment.  Through your 
partnership and prayers, we are able to meet the challenge of providing the 
best Christian education possible.  More students — like Stephen, Lerena, and 
Dorcas — need support through your sponsorship of just $30 a month.  
Giving the gift of education for $360 a year can change a child’s life. 
 
Sign up today at our website:   www.gbarngamission.org/sponsorships 
or mail a check with the sponsorship form on the back of this newsletter. 

EMANUEL 

PRINCESS 

LERENA 

LAWRENCE 

DORCAS 

STEPHEN 

MOWAH 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  
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