
my path formed the stanzas God uniquely intended for 
me. I sense His powerful resonance in my heart when I 
feel aligned with His purpose for me – particularly in 
Liberia. Much 
like my short-
lived quartet 
experience, 
I’ve been 
privileged to 
cue off of 
some of you – 
mature 
believers who 
have shaped 
my personal 
sound and 
helped me fine tune my faith walk.  
 It’s impossible to harmonize alone. Each of us 
has a part to sing and I’m thankful for your voice as we 
work together in Liberia. I am blessed by you, our 
generous supporters, and by a team of Board members 
with strong faith and diverse talents. Principal Sumo, 
eager teachers, dedicated cooks, and other committed 
staff work to joyfully share God’s love with every child in 
our school. I pray we might boldly “sing to the Lord a new 
song” as we seek His harmony in Liberia. 
 
Trusting Him for the perfect chord, 
 
 
 
Jon Rossman 
President & CEO 
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After more than two years of patient negotiations, Gbarnga Mission 
has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the 
Lutheran Church in Liberia for the exclusive use of the 15-acres on 
which our school campus is being built.  The term of the MOU is 50-
years and we are blessed that our only financial obligation throughout 
this term is to pay a share of the annual property taxes. 
 We are thankful to our founder, Rev. Leon Schultz, and the 
Liberian members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (Providence, RI) who, 
in 2013, were instrumental in procuring the donated land and 
beginning this ministry to share God’s love in their homeland.    

“Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the 
LORD, all the earth.”  Psalm 96:1 
 

Years ago, I was a member of a men’s quartet in our 
church choir. Although I couldn’t (and still can’t) read 
music, I was able to pick up the complementary vocals 
by cueing off the other experienced singers. I vividly 
recall the deep resonance in my chest when together 
we correctly hit a chord. It’s a feeling that only comes 
from being properly in sync. 
 This sensation hit me again during my last trip 
to Liberia. Sitting among the worshippers in their mud 
block church building, a trio of a cappella singers led 
us in a praise song. Their strong voices projected into 
the open roof rafters and I felt a harmonic 

reverberation in my heart. It 
was not solely the lyric quality, 
but the authenticity and power 
of their faith that so clearly 
resonated with me. 
 As Christians, we 
strive to be in sync – in tune – 
with God’s will for our lives. 
There are many times when 
we just can’t read the music, 
yet He is still conducting the 
symphony composed for us. 
Looking back at my life, I can 
see how various notes were 
placed on my spiritual staff as 
each experience, each detour, 
each person that intersected 

PLANNING FOR THE NEXT 50 YEARS 

Bishop Seyenkulo and Jon Rossman signed a 50‐year 

Memorandum of Understanding 



129 AND COUNTING 

Our GLTC students range in age 
from 3-year old preschoolers to 
19-year old 4th-graders. With 129 
children in eight classes, it can be 
difficult to get them all in one 
place.  Here they pose for a class 
portrait in the new cafeteria/
multipurpose room.    

God continues to bless us with 
increasing enrollment. Please 
consider sponsoring a student.  

Visit our website and follow the 
Sponsor A Child link. 

Thank you!    

HOLIST IC APPROACH TO ADDRESS ING POVERTY 

WWW.GBARNGAMISSION.ORG SPRING 2022 

 Spiritual Poverty – God’s love for all people in 
Jesus Christ is the center of Gbarnga Mission 

 Intellectual Poverty – The school is bringing 
literacy and life skills to an underserved population 

 Poverty of Affection – The adult literacy and 
vocational training projects build a family culture of 
literacy, strengthening and stabilizing home life 

 Poverty of the Will – Providing a school 
environment where God’s love is witnessed and 
shared, fostering personal growth and Christian 
discipleship. 

 Physical Poverty – Health Initiatives include clean 
water, sanitation & hygiene, malaria prevention, 
nutrition and eyeglass clinic 

 Poverty of a Support Network 
– The local community is directly 
involved, employed and trained as 
teachers, construction teams. From 
local leaders to regional authorities, 
Gbarnga Mission is about local 
empowerment and responsibility. 
 Poverty of Civic Involvement – 

They work towards a collaborative community with 
common goals, building each other up with love in 
the body of Christ, maintaining cultural sensitivity, 
and fostering community ownership in Deanville. 

 Economic Poverty – Economic independence is a 
goal of the mission. To accomplish this they provide 
adult education, vocational training, and employment 
opportunities through small business creation.   

By Rev. Timothy Knapp (retired) 
 

One of the exciting aspects of supporting Gbarnga 
Mission is its holistic approach to people. While on the 
surface, the mission may appear to be a school – it is 
so much more. This was driven home to me when I 
came across another organization, The Potter’s House 
Association, a non-profit working with poor and at-risk 
populations in Guatemala.  
 
The Potter’s House addresses eight forms of poverty.  
They are: 
 Spiritual Poverty – lack of a relationship with 

God 
 Intellectual Poverty – lack of 

access to knowledge or distorted 
knowledge 

 Poverty of Affection – lack of 
love or having inappropriate 
feelings 

 Poverty of the Will – lack of self
-control 

 Physical Poverty – lack of health 
 Poverty of a Support Network – lack of close 

family or community support 
 Poverty of Civic Involvement – lack of interest 

or participation in community matters 
 Economic Poverty – lack of financial resources 

 
What struck me is how Gbarnga Mission addresses 
these same needs: 

“on the surface, the mission 
may appear to be a school – 

it is so much more” 
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SHIPPING HOPE | $12,000 CHALLENGE TO EQUIP NEW MEDICAL CLINIC 
One of Gbarnga Mission’s four Areas of 
Impact is sharing God’s love through 
health initiatives.  We are working with 
Dr. Jefferson Sibley, medical director of 
Phebe Hospital, to help him open a 
medical clinic in Deanville. Construction 
of the Deanville Community Clinic is 
nearly complete. 
 Our challenge is to raise 
$12,000 to send a shipping container full 
of donated medical equipment and 
supplies necessary to make this clinic 
functional.  
 We are literally Shipping 

Hope — and healing — to our school community.  The 
Clinic will provide both free immunizations and free 
malaria treatment for children age five and younger, plus 
surgical and emergency health services within walking 
distance of the village, and job opportunities for adults in 
the community. 

We pray you will make a financial gift towards our 
$12,000 goal as you join us in Shipping 

Hope to Liberia!  Please write “Shipping 
Hope” on the memo line of your 
check or make a contribution online 
at www.gbarngamission.org/shipping-
hope    
 
Thank you!   

Five-year old Princess was suffering 
from yet another case of malaria.  Her 
mother had to choose between paying 
for treatment at a Gbarnga clinic or 
using traditional bush medicine and 
affording rice for the entire family. 
 Eve and four friends were on a 
motor-bike headed to Gbarnga one 
evening when a Toyota Land Cruiser 
made an unexpected U-turn and crashed 
into them, breaking legs and bruising 
bodies. 
 Alfred, a 10-year old student at 
GLTC, was walking to school from the village along a 
path through the bush and suddenly a dangerous snake 
bit him. 
 A young woman in labor at home in the village 
began having complications and the mid-wife was ill-
equipped to save the unborn baby or care for the 
mother. She later suffered from a painful infection for 
which she could not afford $5 worth of 
antibiotics and pain medication. 
 A young child playing near the 
open cooking fire tripped and spilled a 
pot of boiling water causing severe 
burns on her arm and shoulder. 
These are just a few examples 
of the frequent medical needs 
in our school community.  

This academic year marks the beginning of our foray into three new vocational classes: baking, soap making, and 
tailoring.  Because soap making includes caustic ingredients and baking entails using hot coals to heat the 55 gallon 
drums that are repurposed as ovens, only the older students participate in these classes.  For some of the younger 
students in the tailoring class, however, their legs are just a bit too short to reach the treadle — but they’re trying! 
Short bread, cornbread, banana bread along with bars of soap are selling quickly on campus.     

 

NEW VOCATIONAL CLASSES 



Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit (EIN # 46-5637972).  
Gbarnga Mission is constructing and staffing the Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). Our mission is to share God’s love as we facilitate 

Christ-centered education, community development, economic opportunity, and health initiatives in rural Liberia. 
 

Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

___ Yes, I’d like to sponsor a child for $30 per month ($360 per year). 

I prefer to give a one-time gift of: 
___ $30 ___ $360 Other $     
 
Contribute by check or sign up online at www.gbarngamission.org 
and click “Sponsor A Child”. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  

 Thanksgiving for shoes for our students donated by the women 
of the New England District LWML during their Convention. 

 That God would lead us to a faith-filled, passionate and motivated 
servant leader to serve as a full-time missionary at GLTC. 

 For the hard work of our school cooks: Quita, Sonnie, Korto, 
Lorpu, and Cynthia who prepare over 150 meals each day. 

 Thanksgiving for 3 new wells that provide clean drinking water. 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING 

Child sponsorships:  $30/month or $360/year 
 Year’s supply of hand soap & toilet paper for school:  $750 
Missionary flight and travel expenses:  $2,200 
 Shipping Hope—medical supplies for new clinic:  $12,000 

PROJECT SUPPORT NEEDED 

Thanks! Mail to: 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 

MAKE AN ENDURING IMPACT 
Make an enduring impact on our community in Liberia. 
Our newly established Liberia Legacy of Hope 
Endowment Fund offers the opportunity to share both 
your financial estate and your love for Jesus in one generous 
gift. Our goal over the next 10 years is to raise $1 million 
then draw from investment earnings while leaving the 
principal to continue growing.  
 Make plans now to leave your Legacy of Hope 
through a will, trust or retirement plan. For detailed 
information, please contact Doug Larson at:  
legacygiving@gbarngamission.org 


