
If you are a Thrivent member who is eligible to 
designate Choice Dollars, please consider designating 
them to Gbarnga Mission! In 2020 we received over 
$1,200 to support our mission. Remember, your “Choice 
Dollar” assignment must be re-selected each year in order 
to continue coming to Gbarnga Mission.  

CHOICE® DOLLARS  

opportunity. We believe education is the most powerful tool in 
our renovation toolbox. 
 
Despite the challenges of 2020, God’s blessings and your support 
exceeded expectations. I couldn’t have imagined that in the midst 
of a global pandemic, gifts to Gbarnga Mission would more than 
double from the prior year. That all of our student families 
would receive food assistance and all GLTC staff would maintain 
their full wages while 
classes shut down due to 
Covid-19 restrictions. That 
construction of our new 
school building would be 
nearly halfway completed 
by year end. That during a 
delayed reopening and 
registration period, dozens of new children would enroll in our 
school to receive the quality Christian education we provide and 
learn daily about Jesus’s love for them. 
 
As the owner of the house, God is rejoicing as we’re remodeled 
and become new creations. Because of the resurrection, the final 
touches are complete and he sees us as new, fresh, and full of 
potential in Christ. Thanks for helping us share this Good News 
with our brothers and sisters in Liberia. 
 
Celebrating 2021… the new is here!  
 
 
 
Jon Rossman 
President & CEO 

Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  
 2 Corinthians 5:17 

For me, one of the perks of being in the remodeling business is 
experiencing a homeowner’s joy as the final touches are made 
on a project like a kitchen renovation. After months of 

dreaming, a deluge of 
decisions, a period of 
anxiety-inducing 
demolition, and weeks 
of disrupted meals – 
cabinets, appliances, 
tile and paint are soon 
completed. Everything 
is new, fresh, and full 
of potential. 
 
Our school in Liberia 
is also being 
renovated as we 
construct a new 
building containing 
four additional 
classrooms and a large 
cafeteria. Later this 

year, final touches will be made and these spaces will be new, 
fresh, and bustling with students brimming with promise. 
 
Scripture teaches that we, too, are undergoing a renovation – 
being completely remodeled to be like Christ – if only we 
believe, seek forgiveness, and endeavor to follow him. The old 
has gone and we are new creations, equipped with the Holy 
Spirit, and abounding in possibilities for serving him and those 
he places in our paths. Your generous gifts empower Gbarnga 
Mission with the resources to share God’s love – your love – 
among this community in rural Liberia where faith frequently 
surpasses food availability, hope often outstrips access to 
healthcare, and determination regularly exceeds economic 
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The Bible tells us “there is one body, but many parts.” We all can’t be feet or arms or heads – which is a 
good thing because we don’t all have the talent or time to be – and do – everything. This is why Gbarnga 
Mission not only has a board with diverse education, skills, and experience but also why we rely on other 
volunteers with special expertise to support our mission.  
 
We want to express our deep appreciation for Denise Roy. Denise is a partner at the accounting firm of 
Roy & Rurak, LLC (Andover, MA). For many years, she has graciously donated her time, professionalism, 
and attention-to-detail to provide advice and pro bono tax preparation services for Gbarnga Mission. 
 
Thank you, Denise!   

Construction workers laying Hydraform 
compressed soil blocks made on site by our 

trained community members. 

We believe education is 
the most powerful tool in 
our renovation toolbox. 

WE’RE GRATEFUL FOR VOLUNTEERS : DENISE ROY, CPA 



We recently asked our teachers to share about their faith and 
their experience at GLTC. Here are a few answers from Mr. 

Dolo Tokpa who teaches the K1 
kindergarten class. 
 
What is your favorite part of 
being a teacher at GLTC? 
My favorite part of being a teacher 
at GLTC is that GLTC’s teachers 
are very well taken care of in 
terms of materials for teaching, a 
good environment for learning, a 
place of research, and how well we 
are compensated. 
 
How do you share the love of 
Christ with your students? 
I share the love of Christ with my 
students by teaching them the 
word of God in the Bible and 

telling them about how Christ loves us by dying on the cross for 
our sins and how Christ wants us to live with him in heaven. 

What methods are you using to teach about Jesus and the 
scriptures? 
I use so many methods to teach about Jesus and the scriptures.  
Some of these methods are by using a scripture from the Bible 
and explaining what the scripture says about Jesus. I also 
dramatize the birth of Jesus and use the picture of Jesus and how 
he was [sacrificed for our sins].  v 

A MOMENT WITH DOLO TOKPA – K1 TEACHER 

With a vision for the long-term sustainability of our school and 
to support our mission of sharing God’s love in Liberia, the 
Board of Directors has established an endowment fund under 
management by Vanguard Brokerage Services. The fund is 
called the Liberia Legacy of Hope Endowment Fund.  
With an opening investment of $48,000 from contributions by 
generous supporters, our goal over the next 10 years is to 
raise $1 million then draw from investment earnings while leav-
ing the principal to continue growing. 
 
Through it, you can make an enduring impact on the lives of 
children in Liberia by designating a gift to Gbarnga Mission as: 

· a one-time donation; 
· a gift through your will or trust; or 
· a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or retirement account. 

You can share both your financial estate and your love for Jesus in one generous gift. 
 
Will or Trust:  As part of your estate plan, a charitable bequest is one of the easi-
est and most flexible ways for leaving a gift to Gbarnga Mission through your will or 
trust. It can be made for a specific amount or a percentage of your estate, and can 
be revised at any time. 
 
Life Insurance or Retirement Account:  Designating Gbarnga 
Mission as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy or retirement 
accounts is a simple and impactful way to share your God-given 
resources with our mission without changing your will or trust. 
Beneficiary gifts typically pass directly to Gbarnga Mission without 
going through the probate process.  
 
For detailed information about this, please visit our website 
www.gbarngamission.org or to learn more, please contact Doug Larson at:  
legacygiving@gbarngamission.org 
 
Make plans now to leave your Legacy of Hope.  v 

LIBERIA LEGACY OF HOPE ENDOWMENT 

Mr. Tokpa teaches our K1 kindergarten class. 

Mr. Dolo Tokpa has been 
teaching at GLTC for 3 years 

“One generation commends 
your works to another; 
they tell of  your mighty 

acts.”    Psalm 145:4 
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As we consider plans for 2021 and beyond, here’s a 
brief look back at 2020. We started with new Board 
members meeting remotely via Zoom. We updated 
mission, vision, and values statements to guide our 
future mission efforts. A complete website redesign, 
Facebook page, and Instagram reflected these 
statements. A 10-year long range financial plan for 
school operations was developed and by meeting 
specific financial transparency measures, we achieved 
Gold status from the GuideStar nonprofit rating 
service. The charts (right) summarize our financials. 
With renewed focus, the following are select highlights 
from each of our Four Areas of Impact: 
 
1.  Education 
· Enrollment of 81 students. 
· 3 teachers are being financially supported to 

complete advanced degree programs. 
· GLTC hosted the Bong County teacher training 

program for Liberia Reads! and is a member of the Association 
of Literacy Educators (ALE) in Liberia. 

· Library books and academic worksheets were distributed to 
students while schools were closed due to Covid-19. 

· 25 adults began an evening Bible-based literacy class. 
 
2.  Economic Opportunity 
· 24 villagers trained in “Farming God’s Way” agricultural 

methods through Liberia International Christian College. 
· Corn farming started on campus with community members 

planting over 12,000 plants. 
· Small corn crop was harvested, dried and converted to feed. 
· Poultry farm added 500 chicks and employs 3 people. 
· 2 interns from AERES Training Centre International in the 

Netherlands worked at the poultry farm. 
· All GLTC staff wages continued throughout Covid-19 closures. 

 
3.  Community Development 
· Financial support enabled completion of renovations to the 

village church building in Deanville. 
· Nearly 3 ½ tons of rice and 5,000 chicken eggs from the GLTC 

Poultry Farm were distributed to our 81 students and 23 staff 
to minimize food insecurity during Covid-19 crisis. 

· Work continued to create a safe road to the school campus. 
 
4.  Health Initiatives 
· 200 bars of soap donated by Clean the World Foundation 

were distributed to students and staff. 
· Eyeglass clinic conducted in Deanville helped 90 community 

members who received free reading glasses and 50 who 
received eye medication for infections. 

· All GLTC students received deworming medication in 
cooperation with a local hospital.   v 

2020 YEAR-END HIGHLIGHTS 

One word immediately comes to mind when describing 
construction progress on the new classroom and cafe-
teria: extraordinary! Recognizing issues of supply and 
manpower may be impacted by Covid-19, our hopes 
and expectations were adjusted lower. But, we are con-
stantly reminded that “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible." (Matthew 19:26) 
 
As of early February, the builders were installing the 
corrugated metal — or as they say “zincing the roof”. 
This photo shows all the wooden roof trusses in place. 
The Deanville Community is very excited about this 
school expansion and word is spreading throughout the 
area. 
 
Your generous gifts have enabled us to grow the facility 
to this stage, allowing future students to learn and hear 
of God’s love for them. Please give today to help us 
complete this project all the way to blackboards, desks, 
and pencils!  Thank you!  v 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
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· Thanksgiving that our sister and Board member, Michelle 
Gasbarro, has completed her chemo and radiation treatments. 

· Prayers for courage to be bold in sharing God’s love in Liberia. 
· Thanksgiving for the construction workers’ hard work and 

craftsmanship. Prayers for their continued safety. 
· Prayers for wisdom in planning for this new year and patience for 

an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (Federal Tax ID # 46-5637972). Gbarnga Mission is constructing 
and staffing a Christian school in rural Liberia to provide primary, secondary and vocational education for impoverished children. 

WWW.GBARNGAMISSION.ORG 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  
Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

___ Yes, I’d like to sponsor a child for $30 per month ($360 per year). 

I prefer to give a one-time gift of: 

___ $30 ___ $360 Other $     

Contribute by check or sign up online at www.gbarngamission.org 

and click “Sponsor A Child”. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING 2021 #Hal fMyDAF CHALLENGE 

Mail to: 
Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 

Do you have a Donor Advised Fund (DAF)? For the second 
year, former tech executives David and Jennifer Risher have 
created a challenge fund to provide matching grants for 
contributions from DAFs to nonprofits like Gbarnga Mission. 
Donors need to commit to spending down half of their DAFs 
by September 30th. On May 15th and again on September 
30th, Gbarnga Mission may be randomly selected to receive 
dollar-for-dollar matching grants of up to $10,000 – and 
several available at the $50,000 and $100,000 level. Last year 
we were blessed with a $10,000 gift through this challenge. 
 
Visit their website www.halfmydaf.com for specific 
participation details. For more info contact Jon Rossman at: 
jonrossman@gbarngamission.org   v 

Thank You! 

· Child sponsorships $30/month or $360/year 
· New truck tires and maintenance $1,500 
· Science lab and computer equipment $3,000 
· Solar panels and components for new classroom building $10,000 

PROJECT SUPPORT NEEDED 


