
of the Deanville community where hundreds of people currently 
use unreliable, unsafe sources.  
 
We continue to be thankful for your prayers, grateful for your 
financial support, and humbled by your trust as we work 
together to share “the bread of life” in Liberia. 
 
Nourished by His bread, 
 
 
 
 
Jon Rossman 
President & CEO 
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BREAD OF LIFE 

SUMMER 2021 

GLTC is gaining a reputation for quality Christian education and nearby families want their children 
to attend. We ended the 2020-2021 school year with 124 students in six classes. As we add two 
elementary classes plus vocational training this coming year, enrollment is expected to quickly surpass 150 students. 
 
Child sponsorships play a critical role. Your gift of just $30/month enables us to fund quality education and share the Gospel while 
keeping school fees low. We currently have 100 sponsors — right now 24 of our students do not have sponsors. With the 
incoming 2021-2022 classes, the number of students needing sponsors will multiply rapidly. 
 
You can make a difference! Please prayerfully consider sponsoring a child or ask family, friends, and colleagues to do so. Visit our 
website to sign up:  www.gbarngamission.org/sponsorships or contact Bill Meyer (sponsorships@gbarngamission.org).   

“As a former teacher, I’ve 
seen the joy and confidence 
students develop when they 
are engaged in active learning. 
Sponsoring a child allows me 
to continue making a 
difference in a student’s life.”  

 

(Dena with photos of her 
two sponsored students) 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of  life. 
Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
     John 6:35 
 
I love bread. Not dry, unleavened, let’s-flee-to-Egypt kind 
of flatbread, but hearty, grainy bread replete with butter-
saturated nooks. I think Jesus used this word to describe 
himself because He fulfills our spiritual and physical needs not 
in a sterile, obligatory way but with warmth and comfort like a 
homemade loaf fresh from the oven. 
 
Jesus says, “Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” Our GLTC students 
and staff take this promise to heart. Perhaps relying on God is 
easier when extreme poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition 

are ever-present. Liberia is 
a conspicuously spiritual 
country where 70% claim 
to be Christian; the Lord’s 
Prayer is included in public 
school literature; and 
businesses display names 
like “God’s Favor Filling 
Station”. But scratching the 
surface reveals a layer of 

witchcraft, animism, and traditional beliefs that runs counter to 
the bread of life Jesus is offering. 
 
At Gbarnga Mission, we feel called – and compelled – to share 
His bread. Thanks to your generous partnership, our students 
and staff receive nutritious meals every day supplemented by 
Bible lessons and devotions to curate a balanced menu that 
nourishes body and soul. Expanded preschool (ABC) and 
kindergarten classes as well as a new 4th Grade class are 
expected to raise enrollment to well over 150 students. New 
vocational classes in tailoring and baking will offer skills training 
as we endeavor to improve family incomes. Through our 
continued partnership with Rotary International, an upcoming 
grant will improve access to clean drinking water in two areas 

At Gbarnga Mission, we 
feel called – and compelled – 

to share His bread. 

ENROLLMENT IS UP — CHILD SPONSORS NEEDED 

SPONSORS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 



By Doug Larson, Board Member 
 
You may be wondering, “What is a rain garden?” It’s a way to 
redirect rainwater into the ground so it doesn’t cause erosion 
while at the same time allowing plants to grow to help soak up 
the water – a green alternative to catch basins and concrete 
pipes. 
 
A team of civil engineers and geologists at Geosyntec 
Consultants (www.geosyntec.com) is working with Gbarnga 
Mission to address soil erosion around the school buildings at the 
GLTC campus. The erosion occurs during the rainy season (May 
– September) which can be intense in this part of Africa (the 
capital city, Monrovia, receives over 180 inches of rainfall 
annually). In addition to washing away important topsoil, these 
heavy rains often erode building foundations and compromise 
their structural integrity. Through a program at Geosyntec called 

Volunteer Village, the team came together to design a rain garden 
system to both stop the erosion and grow trees that will provide 
fruit for the school community. 
 
The Geosyntec team includes members from different parts of 
the U.S. and Brazil. They started meeting in January 2021 after 
seeing the project posted on the company’s Volunteer Village web 
page. Their design includes gutters and downspouts to direct 
rainwater to underground piping that will flow to the gardens. 
The gardens will have a crushed stone layer beneath them to 
store the rainwater and allow it to slowly filter back into the 
ground. A layer of topsoil above the crushed stone allows the 
plantings to grow; eventually the roots work their way into the 
stone layer where they will take up some of the rainwater. 
 
Thanks to your generous financial support of the building fund, 
the initial phase of rain garden work is expected to begin January 
2022 – during the dry season!   

DESIGNING A RAIN GARDEN FOR LIBERIA 

By Marsha Wilcox, Board Member 
 
It was a joy to return to Liberia and GLTC.  The jubilant reception when we arrive makes the stress of the long travel dissipate. I have 
grown very fond of the students and GLTC community and was delighted to see them again. The change in some of the children in the 16 
months since we were last there was remarkable. 

  
My goal this trip was to gain a better understanding of the implementation of the curriculum 
mandated by the Ministry of Education (MoE) and how all aspects are evaluated, students, 
teachers, and the school as a whole.  We have a school and several micro-businesses to help 
support the school and bring new skills to the community. We know we are making a differ-
ence.  It would be useful to have respected metrics to show the impact of the school on ed-
ucational attainment and and the health of the students , and perhaps, the public health in the 
villages we serve.  I only wish more records were kept electronically. 
  
We would like to extend the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) compo-
nents of the current curriculum and 
work toward computer literacy for 
both teachers and students.  I spent 
some time with the teachers discussing 
how we might integrate new content 
with the existing MoE program.  Here 
in the U.S., we can assume some level 
of computer literacy.  The same is not 

true in Liberia.  Our computer literacy will begin with the faculty and continue with 
the older students.  We have technical considerations as well including very limited 
electricity and a hot, humid climate.  One step at a time. 
  
I spent some of my time adding photographs and videos to our collection in order 
to continue telling the story of what has been accomplished, and to introduce the 
students, staff, community life, and now the growing GLTC compound.  Among the 
videos is a walking tour of the campus, including the new building, narrated by Jon 
and Principal Sumo. It was wonderful to hear Principal Sumo’s vision for the school 
and the Mission. 
 
The GLTC teachers are doing the work of educating our growing student 
body.  We now have short personal interviews in which teachers introduce them-
selves to the board, sponsors, and others interested in the work.  
  
I’m looking forward to our next visit.   

ONE STEP AT A TIME 
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Marsha photographing each GLTC student 



By Sharon Meyer & Roxanne Oellrich 
 
Sharon Meyer, a retired elementary 
school teacher, and Roxanne Oellrich, a 
retired pediatric nurse are both members 
of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
(Garden City, NY). During their first visit 
to Liberia they shared both their 
professional experience and Christian 
love in our school and the surrounding 
community. We are so thankful for their 
servant hearts and look forward to their 
next trip with us. The following is a 
summary from Sharon and Roxanne: 

 
This May, God blessed 
us with the opportunity 
to serve and to be 
Christ’s face into an 
isolated West African 
community as we were 
invited by Jon Rossman, 
President/CEO of 
Gbarnga Mission to 
assist with further 
development of the 

Gbarnga Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). GLTC has already 
outperformed others in this region of Liberia which had been 
devastated by civil war and deadly disease. 
 
After 24 hours of travel and a night in the Liberian capital, 
Monrovia, we traveled another 4+ hours through rural villages 

and bush experiencing the 
extreme poverty of a third world 
country. Upon arriving at GLTC’s 
compound outside of Gbarnga, 
we were greeted by cheering 
students and families waving palm 
branches, hugging and kissing us. 
The school held a welcoming 
program including native Kpelle 
dancing, Christian song and 
prayer. 
 
Welcomed by teachers eager to 
learn new skills and strategies to 
improve their methods, Sharon 
immersed herself in the school’s 
curriculum and by observing 
teachers’ methodology. Much of 
the teaching is done via choral 
repetition, so to create 
opportunities for deeper learning 
and higher level thinking she 
modeled peer discussion and 
whole class collaboration. 

Enriching math instruction, she distributed materials modeling the 
base ten number system and interactive charts showing 
multiplication as repeated addition, introducing the 3rd grade to 
the scientific method by folding paper planes, studying the effect 
of paper clips increasing their weight, and recording data. 
 
With assistance from the school’s registrar, Amuchain (who is 
coincidentally enrolled in nursing school), Roxanne performed 
health assessments on 124 students including weights, heights, 
heart rates, oxygen saturation and general physical exams armed 
with rewards of peanut butter crackers and vitamins. Each day at 
least 5 children were treated with the donated Tylenol and 
ibuprofen for fevers and vomiting typical of malaria, typhoid or 
parasites. Others had abrasions requiring cleaning, antibiotic 
ointment and dressings. She taught first aid to staff and hand 
washing and oral hygiene to the students, distributing donations 
of toothbrushes, toothpaste, first aid kits, and daily vitamins all 
contributed by members of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
before the trip. 
 
Evenings were busy 
de-briefing and 
planning the next 
day’s activities, 
concluding with 
devotions, prayers 
of thanksgiving and 
for guidance. When 
not on campus, we 
visited the surrounding villages and neighboring mission sites. 
 
The love Jon has for the local people and response from the staff 
and the community is extraordinary, manifesting the impact 
GLTC is having in giving them hope for a better, more self-
sufficient future.  
 
Poverty in Gbarnga is overwhelming: no electricity, one well used 
by three local communities, overwhelming illiteracy and minimal 
health care. Through Resurrection’s generosity, the students, 
their families and community experience the love, hope and grace 
of Jesus Christ every day… and yes, we will be returning, God 
willing!   

NOTES FROM THE GLTC MISS ION FIELD 
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Sharon modeling peer discussion and whole class 
collaboration  

Roxanne assessing student 
health 

Students in the new Culture Troupe performing traditional dances and 
songs in the new cafeteria/multipurpose room 



 Thanksgiving for new teachers Alphonso, Nancy, and Morgan who 
will introduce new vocational and arts education at GLTC. 

Comfort for our cook Korto whose brother died, security guard 
Moses whose wife died, and student Serina whose father died. 

 Prayers for patience and humility as we navigate cultural barriers 
and differing approaches to problem-solving. 

 Thanksgiving for zero known cases of Covid-19 in Deanville. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (Federal Tax ID # 46-5637972). Gbarnga Mission is constructing 
and staffing a Christian school in rural Liberia to provide primary, secondary and vocational education for impoverished children. 

WWW.GBARNGAMISSION.ORG 

Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

___ Yes, I’d like to sponsor a child for $30 per month ($360 per year). 

I prefer to give a one-time gift of: 
___ $30 ___ $360 Other $     
 
Contribute by check or sign up online at www.gbarngamission.org 
and click “Sponsor A Child”. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through Christ-centered education in Liberia 

PRAYERS & THANKSGIV ING ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE 

Our school is growing — Sponsor A Child today !  

Our newly established Liberia Legacy of Hope 
Endowment Fund offers the opportunity to share both 
your financial estate and your love for Jesus in one generous 
gift. With a current balance of approximately $70,000 our 
goal over the next 10 years is to raise $1 million then draw 
from investment earnings while leaving the principal to 
continue growing. 
 
Make plans now to leave your Legacy of Hope through a 
will, trust or retirement plan. 
 
For detailed information, please contact Doug Larson at:  
legacygiving@gbarngamission.org 

Child sponsorships   $30/month or $360/year 
New truck tires and maintenance   $1,500 
Mosquito bed nets to prevent malaria in Deanville  $2,500 
Cost to ship medical supplies from Orphan Grain Train   $8,500 

PROJECT SUPPORT NEEDED 

Thanks! Mail to: 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 


